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ADAA Newsletter Autumn 2026  

 

Introduction from the Editor – John Dewar 

Dear Members,  

It's been a long and dry summer, during which parts of Scotland and indeed the whole of the 

UK, have experienced several heatwaves and droughts resulting in very low levels across 

most of our rivers and lochs.   As you would expect this has had a direct impact on the 

numbers of salmon and sea trout running upstream.  

It is against this backdrop that we decided to delay our Summer Newsletter for a few months 

till the start of Autumn, in the hope of more rain, fuller rivers and more catches.  The increase 

in rain in recent days, is beginning to look like we made the right call.    

May I now introduce you to our Autumn Newsletter 2026.  Even before the recent rainfall, 

we can still report on some very successful catches as well as the amazing work that your 

Committee has been doing on your behalf.   

In particular, the efforts of our Beat Convenors and Maintenance Team are worth noting as 

well as the continued commitment from the Invertebrate Monitoring volunteers on the river 

Don, who are now into their 4th year.   

We also have a team (for the first time in years) moving forward to the Finals of the 

SANACC Scottish Club Championships on Lake Menteith this September.   

And there is light at the end of the tunnel for the Bothy Sub Committee who hope to see the 

finish line of the Bothy Upgrade also coming sometime in September.    
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Highlights from your President – Paul Adderton 

 

We are now well into the 2026 season, and I am sure that many of us have had the 

opportunity to spend some time fishing our rivers and lochs and, hopefully, having great 

success. I know that one member on looking at our catch returns when fishing our Cruives 

beat, has had some phenomenal success fishing a nymph. 

With over 40km of riverbank fishing and two stocked Stillwater fisheries and not forgetting 

the tidal stretch of the river Ythan, the ADAA offers a variety of fishing and catering for all 

individual preferences whether it be fly fishing or bait fishing. All this fishing requires 

considerable personal time and energy from our management committee to provide a 

reasonable and acceptable cost to the Association’s 600 senior and an ever-increasing junior 

membership.  As well as all the administration and financial demands in running our 

Association, there is considerable ongoing maintenance required on our river beats and still 

waters, and I am sure you will join me in thanking our dedicated beat convenors for their 

efforts and recognising the sterling work they do on your behalf.  There is a more on our beat 

maintenance in this Newsletter. 

Sadly, early this year we were all saddened to learn of the passing of John Stephen. John was 

a stalwart of the ADAA and had been a member of the committee for several years. I was 

fortunate to have had the opportunity to visit him whilst in hospital before he died. He was as 

always and despite his illness, in good spirits as we discussed the highs and lows of fishing 

his beloved Don.  John as well as convenor for our Parkhill beat was also an excellent 

wordsmith and became involved with the production of our short videos, producing excellent 

commentary to some of our beats. Given these productions are now on our website, John's 

legacy to the ADAA will last for decades.     

This year will bring changes, additions and improvements to our Association. I am pleased to 

report that our Bothy is now well underway with the planned improvements.  We were very 

successful in our applications to the National Lottery “Awards for All” as well as an 

application to the "Gordon and Ena Baxter Foundation".   Further funding was secured via 

the City Council from whom we had previously purchase the land that the Bothy sits on.  

When all coupled together, including the near £1000/year savings from paying future rents to 

the Council, it meant that we can go ahead with the Bothy improvements on a "cost zero" 

basis, ie with no  increase in our membership fees as a result of the Bothy Upgrade.  The 

Bothy subcommittee will give more on the works below. 
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I am very pleased to report that we have secured an additional beat on the river Don. This 

beat is called the Bithnie Beat and it lies just a little upstream from Alford on the river Don.  

The beat has had very little riverbank maintenance done on it and as such has become largely 

overgrown.  Rest assured that Nicky and Raymond have made a good start in clearing the 

path along the bank. This early work has improved access but there is still much more to do.  

I sincerely hope that this does not detract members from seeking out the many wild trout that 

we have there. 

Our annual river assessments that the Association pay are based on the actual value of the 

fishings. These values are put in place by the assessor and are re-assessed every three years. 

The proprietors have the right to appeal these values. The fees for these beats are based on 

factors such as fish catches, angling huts, parking, easy access etc.  They are all taken into 

consideration by the assessor who then comes up with how much each club has to pay for 

each beat.  We are well aware of our falling catches, mainly as a result of increased predation 

in the lower river by goosanders and seal activity chasing the fish upstream and out of the 

lower beats that the Association has.  Let’s hope we can win some discount on the cost of 

these assessments and pass this on to our annual membership subscriptions. 

As the ADAA's old Land Rover has been a good work horse for the Association over the last 

14 years, the maintenance costs have been rising year on year just to keep it on the road.  The 

Finance Sub Committee made the decision to sell off the old vehicle for the same price being 

carried in our Asset Register and replace it with a new and more modern vehicle.  The 

Finance Sub Committee had set aside a budget of £30k but our Vice President (Kenny 

Riddell) was able to find an excellent replacement vehicle, for just over £18.5 k.  Instead of 

going for the old Land Rover design, (which is no longer being manufactured), Kenny found 

a Mitsubishi L200 from a car dealer in Stirling which you will no doubt see on the riverside 

in the months and years ahead.  As it will soon have the ADAA logo on it, remember to give 

it a wave if you see it drive by.   
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Catch Returns Jan to Jun 2026 – Murray Hourston 

It can be difficult to remember just how tough last winter was, especially after some very 

pleasant weather in June. However here is a quote from my diary, 

“New Year’s morning greeted us with sleety showers and northerly winds. We had a walk 

along the railway line to Duthie Park and back along the river. A huge grey seal was prowling 

just above the road bridge. In the afternoon the sleet turned to snow and began to lie as 

darkness fell”. 

I dug the remaining snow away from around the car out on the 10th - then we officially had 

no sun in Aberdeen from 21st January to 13th February. All of which is a long-winded way 

of saying that this year we had a reasonable cover of snow in the hills and salmon anglers 

were looking forward to the new season with cautious optimism. 

Indeed, the spring fishing did not disappoint, up to the end of June 38 salmon and 1 grilse 

were reported, all but 2 from the Don. Last season’s total for the same period was 18 salmon 

and 1 grilse. Our beats fished from Kemnay to the Cruives, but Upper Parkhill and Lower 

Fintray were the most productive. What fish we had too, 19, half of the total, were estimated 

to be over 10lbs. The best, at 16lbs, was landed by Andy Ashcroft from Lower Parkhill. 

Brown trout fishing started more slowly, the water remained cold well into April, but began 

to warm up nicely thereafter. A total of 685 brown trout were reported, 24 in March, 228 in 

April, 242 in May and 191 in June. Nymphing now accounts for the bulk of these fish and the 

successful anglers are a relatively small but dedicated bunch. Our beats fished well from 

Bithnie to Netherdon, with the former accounting for some surprisingly large trout. The 

Parkhill beats and the Cruives were the most popular, with the Cruives now accounting for 

166 trout. Upper Parkhill South Bank still led the way with 186, but quite a change from even 

10 years ago. Most of the fish are around the pound but 4 were estimated as being over 5lbs. 

Sea trout catches were slightly down, 20 were landed compared with 34 during the same 

period last season. The best however was a whopper, estimated at 6lbs, caught by Keith 

Wood from Lower Parkhill on 16th June. All but 4 came from the Don. 

Finnock fishers fared well with 137 reported, and it was good to see a decent number, 52, 

coming from the Pots and Fords in late April/early May. 

Anglers fishing for rainbows have had some great sport with in the region of 650 reported 

from January to the end of June. Millpond had 561 and Loiriston 117. Catches did not really 

begin to take off until early March, but successive stockings since then have made a huge 

difference. The heaviest fish? Well, that was caught by John Jamieson, a veteran of many 

seasons at the loch, and a former convener there. John’s fish weighed 7lbs. It must have been 

an overwintered fish, possibly even 2 winters! 

Doing the maths, you may have noticed a discrepancy, but I adjusted the figures downwards 

from the actual number of 678 as a few anglers are confusingly entering “0” weights. Have 

they blanked or did they catch something? So, a wee reminder that all fish caught of over 10” 

need a weight entered, put in a pound even if they are less. 
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That is the round up of the catches, hopefully the grilse will have arrived by the time you read 

this and we will have a few more from the Dee and the Feugh 

Addendum to include the end of the Summer period  

The grilse made a rather late but very welcome arrival at Garthdee and Banchory Devenick 

with the 1st recorded on 21st July for Andy Ashcroft. A long dry spell held fish in the lower 

river, and whilst there were reports of fish building up beneath the ongoing construction work 

at Bridge of Dee, many fish were making the short run up to the Pumphouse Pool. From 1st 

July to 20th August Garthdee accounted for 17 salmon, 27 grilse and 1 sea trout. Banchory 

Devenick had 2 salmon and 2 grilse, including the best, estimated at 12lbs for Alex Buchan. 

Kingcausie had 1 salmon, 3 grilse and 2 sea trout. A grilse was also reported from 

Heughhead. 

Over on the Don, the Upper Parkhill South Bank accounted for 3 salmon and 5 grilse, UPH 

North Bank, 1 salmon and 2 grilse, Lower Fintray 1 salmon, Lower Parkhill 2 salmon and 8 

grilse, The Cruives 1 grilse. There was the usual smattering of summer sea trout with 10 

reported from various beats, but their decline is concerning. A total 316 Brown Trout were 

reported for the period, with virtually all our beats represented in the returns. The majority of 

fish were caught at Upper Parkhill, Lower Parkhill and the Cruives, but it was good to see a 

few from our new beat at Bithnie. A couple of fish were estimated at 5lbs, 1 from Upper 

Fintray and 1 from Lower Parkhill, the successful anglers being Ewan Rattray and Iain 

Henderson. 

Our Ythan fisheries have yet to really get going, but Stanley Baird reported 3 nice sea trout 

from Ardlethen on the 7th August and the first sea trout from the Machar pool was landed by 

Andy Ashcroft on the 19th. 

Rainbow fishing was slightly constrained by the very necessary weed cutting operations at 

Millpond but a creditable 89 fish were still reported. Loiriston was less popular despite 

holding a good head of fish, with only 10 reported. Mark Breda however reported the 

heaviest rainbow, estimated at 5lbs, from the loch. 

         

 

 

  

Fresh run 16 lb salmon from Lower Parkhill 

caught by Andy Ashcroft 
A 5 lb grilse caught at Garthdee by 

Andy Ashcroft  
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Maintenance Report – Lewis Baxter 

Our Maintenance team , Nicky and Raymond have been extremely busy since April carrying 

out the much needed work to open up the river bank at our newly acquired beat, Bithnie at 

Alford . The beat was left heavily overgrown over the years prior to our purchase.  The Beat 

looks like it has some excellent trout fly fishing with three very good looking salmon holding 

pools for both fly and spinning when the water is at a decent height.  On completion of the 

Bithnie work, it was straight onto chemical spraying of the ever increasing spread of invasive 

plants throughout all our beats. Millpond has been severely affected by weed so far this 

season resulting in four sessions of weed cutting utilising our battery operated boat weed 

cutter with the Loirston boat.  

This was followed by the much harder physical job of raking the cut weeds from close to the 

banks which was mostly done by a few of our volunteers who regularly fish Millpond.  The 

boat was returned to its “ home “at Loirston and to date there has been three boat weed 

cutting sessions at Loirston , again with the battery powered boat weed cutter. Last season 

required seven cutting sessions to maintain reasonable fishing access and it looks like this 

will have to be increased this season to continue to provide good sport for our anglers. As per 

previous seasons, Loirston continues to be badly affected with thick weed but we continue to 

strive to keep good fishing access on both east and west side resulting in some notable 

catches of over wintered rainbows. It is hoped , if we can muster some more volunteers, to 

really open up the Loirston loch so that kayak and float tubing can return and be fished like 

the “ good old days “. Most of our Don beats have already received one cut along with the 

Feugh stretch at Heughhead . Our committee member , Keith Wilson , continues to solely 

look after the Woodsons stretch on Upper Parkhill, North Bank with the stretch already 

having received one cut.  
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Beat Convenor Reports 

Loirston Loch – Kenny Riddell  

Loirston Loch has continued to fish exceptionally well since the start of the 2026 season, with some 

spectacular rainbow trout being caught and consistently good numbers of fish being reported by 

members. 

The loch continues to face challenges with weed growth. A combination of mild winters, likely 

influenced by climate change, has resulted in an unusually early and significant increase in weed 

throughout the loch. 

Loch Convener Kenny Riddell, assisted by Assistant Convener Lewis Baxter and dedicated volunteers 

Murray Hourston, John Dewar and Mike "the Float Tuber", have worked tirelessly to clear the most 

popular fishing areas. There is no doubt that their efforts are paying dividends, with anglers now 

enjoying much improved access and fishing conditions. 

This year, the committee also approved the purchase of a 12-volt electric winch to assist with 

retrieving the boat and weed cutter from the loch. Although a relatively small investment, it has 

already proved invaluable, saving both time and effort while reducing manual handling. It also frees 

up Nicky and Raymond to concentrate on other essential maintenance tasks, such as strimming paths 

and clearing riverbanks. 

The cost of stocking both Loirston Loch and the Millpond has also increased significantly. Rising 

fertiliser and fish feed costs—reported to have increased by around 60%—together with higher fuel 

prices, have substantially increased the cost of rearing and transporting fish. 

As a result, the committee made the difficult decision to reduce the member fish retention limit to 

zero. While this was not a decision taken lightly, it will help reduce annual stocking requirements, 

maintain healthy fish populations, and ensure that Loirston Loch continues to provide excellent sport 

for all members throughout the season. 

The committee would like to thank everyone who has volunteered their time and effort to help 

maintain our waters. The continued success of Loirston Loch is a testament to the dedication of our 

volunteers and the support of our members. 

Tight Lines 
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Millpond report – Ash McKinnon  

 

Lots going on at Millpond this summer, let's get the negative part out of the way, Mike Murray whom 

we lease the pond from told me he has never seen weed growth in the pond like we have had this year, 

despite a lot of man hours spent with the boat and cutting crew, we are still struggling to keep up with 

weed removal, but we will not give up , with another concerted effort planned for the near future, I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank the volunteers who have helped this year with this (at 

times) gargantuan task, with a special mention to Bill Clark, Charlie Nicol and Ali Fraser who were 

raking out tons of weed daily over a period of weeks, I apologize for constantly begging for people to 

help, but with a combined age of 231 years I am sure these three heroes would have appreciated 

seeing some younger hands on the rakes and forks occasionally! 

  

OK, on a positive note, we installed an "aereator" in the centre of the pond to help with oxygen levels 

over the summer month's and help reduce the overall temperature.  This seems to be working well and 

the fish don't seem to be displaying any worrying sign's associated with extreme conditions. 

  

Most importantly the pond has been fishing extremely well, with a lot of surface action and the fish in 

great fettle and fighting hard. 

  

I cannot finish my report without a special mention to Mike Murray who despite not keeping the best 

of health over the past couple of years, has been there every time he could to help with everything we 

have been up to, and as always, he has the pond and surrounding area looking immaculate. 

  

N.B. We are again looking for volunteers to help clear the pond of weed, especially before our Junior 

Competition.  Let me know if you can help by calling me on 07922 000414.  
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The River Feugh (Heughhead) Report – Campbell Pert 

The Heughhead beat spans roughly a mile of left bank fishing on the River Feugh. In the spring of 

2024 the ADAA were successful in acquiring a lease to fish the Heughhead beat, situated 

approximately 4 miles from Banchory and 2 miles upstream from the famous Falls of Feugh. The 

Association has access to two beats, upper and lower which can accommodate up to 4 rods per 

session. 

The upper beat has five named pools; Duke, Rothwell’s Run, Burn, Willows and Grilse while the 

lower beat also has five named pools; Stepping Stones, Heughhead, Upper Scolty, Lower Scolty, and 

Embankment. This is an ideal river for beginners to learn to fish for salmon and trout with no 

necessity for long casts. The intimate pools offer a challenge requiring stealth and finesse when the 

river is low and clear. 

When the fishing gods and the conditions align, ADAA members can expect to catch brown trout, sea 

trout and Atlantic salmon. The brown trout season commences 15th March to the 6th of October with 

some good sport in the Grilse, Stepping Stones, Lower Scolty and Embankment pools. Sea trout can 

be expected from early June onwards with night fishing most effective during low flow conditions - 

I’m reliably told the optimum times are from 23:00 – 02:00. The salmon season runs from late 

April/early May until the end of the season on 15th October, with the most productive months 

normally being from July onwards. 

During the 2026 season to date, the wet spring resulted in some very large spates but the low water 

temperatures prevent the fish from passing the Falls of Feugh. Once the temperatures did finally 

increase there have been some rises in water level and there are salmon and sea trout present although 

the current low water conditions has reduced the Feugh to its bare bones. Accordingly catches have 

been limited with the Heughhead beat producing just 1 grilse and a few brown trout so far during the 

2026 season. It is hoped that the catches in 2026 will improve on the very poor 2025 season and this 

should be helped in part by the opening up of some of the deeper fish holding pools at the top of the 

beat by the maintenance team and volunteers – well done to all! 

The ADAA management committee would like to remind anglers that to fish this beat you have to 

book a session online on the ADAA website and, as parking is limited, we do request that departing 

anglers leave promptly at the end of their session while those with a booked session try and avoid 

arriving unduly early as there is no parking outside of the metal gates of the beat and remember to 

secure the gates with the padlock before departing. 

    

 Isla – Cambell's Trusted Assistant 

Convenor 

The ADAA  beat on the river  Feugh  
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Upper Fintray – Keith Wilson 

The beat experienced exceptionally high water levels and spates at the beginning of the season which 

made angling rather difficult. 

But when the levels dropped to a reasonably low level, a few anglers braved the wintery conditions in 

search of that elusive bar of spring silver. 

Now late into summer, the water heights have dropped considerably, some nice sized brown trout 

have been seen rising to flies throughout and the occasional salmon breaching the surface towards the 

bottom of the beat. 

On a couple of occasions there have been issues with new members parking in the wrong area, please 

park in the designated carpark (see photo below) and please use the pedestrian access at the road 

bridge to reach the lower beat. 
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Report from the Competitions Secretary – Kenny Riddell 

The annual Ardo House Hotel & Spa Away Day Competition was held on 31st May at the beautiful 

Lake of Menteith in the Trossachs. This popular annual event was once again fully booked within a 

short time on the ADAA booking system, with the regular competitors eager to secure their places. 

The competition is generously sponsored by Ardoe House Hotel & Spa, South Deeside Road, 

Aberdeen. The hotel kindly donated the prestigious Winners' Cup along with three outstanding prizes. 

Taking first place with an impressive catch of eight fish was Kenny Riddell, who received an 

overnight stay for two at Ardoe House Hotel & Spa, including an evening meal and a complimentary 

bottle of house wine. 

Ernie MacKay Senior claimed second place and was awarded dinner for two with a bottle of house 

wine. 

Third place went to Ernest MacKay Junior who also received dinner for two and a bottle of house 

wine. 

A sincere thank you goes to Ardoe House Hotel & Spa for their continued generosity and valued 

sponsorship of this event. Thanks also to all the members who continue to support the ADAA Senior 

Club Championship competitions, helping to make these events such a success year after year. 

Tight Lines 
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SANACC Scottish Club Championship – Paul Toseland 

 

A three- man Team representing the Association have qualified for the Final of the SANACC Scottish 

Club Championship to be held at the Lake of Menteith on Friday 25 September 2026. This is the first 

time in many years a team from the Association has achieved this. 

 

At the first semi-final held 7 August the team caught 20 fish (Mike Cordiner, 4 fish, Ernie Mackay, 7 

fish, Paul Toseland 9 fish) & finished up in 9th place, with the first 10 teams qualifying to go through 

to the Final. 

 

A special thanks goes out to ADAA member Iain Lindsay who had been fishing there the week before 

& provided invaluable advice on the best drifts & flies to the team.   

 

The full results are also posted on the SANACC website: https://www.sanacc.org.uk/2026-scottish-

club-championship.html 

  

 

 

  

https://www.sanacc.org.uk/2026-scottish-club-championship.html
https://www.sanacc.org.uk/2026-scottish-club-championship.html
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Riverfly on the Don Update – Gerry Hough 

We are now entering our fourth year of invertebrate monitoring on the Don. As many of you know, 

we sample every month at various sites on the lower Don between April and October. We track the 

numbers of caddis, upwing flies, stoneflies and freshwater shrimp every month in order to keep an eye 

on the health of the river. If numbers drop below a certain level we flag this up to SEPA and they are 

required to investigate. Current sites include three on Lower Parkhill and one on our Kemnay beat. 

Other sites are located on Inverurie Association water and Kemnay Beat 4. 

The Association has been at the forefront of promoting and delivering invertebrate sampling on the 

Don, and we are delighted to report that across the catchment the Riverfly group has completed nearly 

90 individual samples. We could only have achieved this success with the support of our amazing 

volunteers, many of whom are ADAA members, with others from Inverurie Angling Association and 

the Kemnay Beat 4 syndicate. As we close in on 100 samples (which will be an amazing milestone), I 

just want to thank all those from the Association who have supported this initiative - whether it be as a 

volunteer or in their role as committee members. 

Now that we are four months into this year’s survey season, the bug numbers start to paint a picture of 

life in the river. There are three ways we can compare individual samples - how well each sample 

scores on the Riverfly Monitoring Initiative (RMI) health index; what percentage of the count each 

bug group makes up; how many bugs we get from each group in each sample. 

The first of these - how well each site scores on the RMI index - is important because it is only when 

we get a low score here that we trigger investigations from SEPA. Each of our sites has a trigger level 

of 7, and this season we have had an average score of 13, with no individual site going below 7. 

Bug distribution and abundance gives us a bit more detail, and will interest anglers who want to know 

what might be hatching. Unsurprisingly, Olives (Beatis nymphs) have been the largest individual 

group across April, May and June, making up between 30 and 60% of the monthly samples with an 

average count of 113 individual bugs. They are followed by freshwater shrimp (9-24% of count; 

average number 43) and caddis (13-23% of count; average number 19 (cased) and 23 (caseless)). We 

also see the usual seasonal variations, with more flat bodied nymphs (Heptageniidae) early in the 

season and more Blue Winged Olives mid season. 

Running the Riverfly group has also allowed us to take advantage of other citizen science 

opportunities on the Don. One notable project we have been involved in is Freshwater Watch’s water 

sampling programme. This allows us to sample our water for nitrate and phosphate levels and 

compare them to other rivers in the UK. We have carried out 32 individual water samples on this 

programme since January of this year. Every single sample has returned the result that the river is 

either in Very Good or Good ecological status. Phosphate levels in particular - 

usually associated with sewage discharge - are very low. Nitrate levels - often associated with 

agricultural run off - are usually either low or moderate level. 

As an Association we have made great progress over the last four years in rolling out citizen science 

monitoring programmes on the Don. We are keeping track of the health of our fisheries supported by 

nature charities like Buglife Scotland, the River Board and Trust, and SEPA. We look forward to 

continuing the monitoring programmes we have established and are keen to expand and work in 

partnership with other Angling Associations and Estates on the upper river. If you would like to get 

involved, or just to hear more about what we are doing, drop an email to 

riverflyonthedon@gmail.com. 
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Bothy Update – Bothy Sub Committee 

(Alastair Hume, Davie Knowles, Murray Hourston, John Dewar) 

Picking up the thread of this story from our AGM in January 2026, when we were in the middle of a 

tender exercise for the Bothy Upgrade, we ultimately awarded the work to CR Fraser Property 

Development, a local builder in the Aberdeen area.  Not long after the award, one of the Directors of 

CR Fraser had an unfortunate stroke which delayed the start of the work for approximately one 

month.  On top of this, the very bad weather we had at the beginning of the year and in early Spring 

created further delays to the overall schedule.  

The Bothy Flood Prevention barriers which we bought a few years ago to protect the Bothy against 

severe floods were given a proper test in late January when the water level rose to a few feet above 

the bottom of the step (see photo below).   

After the river had subsided, we were keen to investigate what the inside was like.  We are pleased to 

report that the barriers did their job admirably without any water penetration through them.    

   

Since the start of the good weather and the recovery of our leading Contractor, the Work has been 

continuing as planned, with the focus being on Quality and maintaining Cost Control.  Our architect 

(McWilliam Lippe Associates) has been called in at strategic points to monitor the progress of the 

Work in accordance with the Planning Permission and Building Certificate.  As a result we have been 

issued with an Interim Building Certificate.   

While we have endeavoured to maintain the security of the site at a high level, the Bothy was broken 

into by a couple of opportunistic thieves, who climbed over the fence at 5 am on 16 July, broke down 

the front door and ran away with our stand mounted TV and several power tools belonging to the 

Contractor.  The Aberdeen police were informed in the morning and were immediately able to 

identify the culprits on our CCTV.  The Aberdeen police then apprehended the culprits and managed 

to return all the stolen goods within 48 hours.  Pat on the back for the Aberdeen Constabulary!.  

Notwithstanding the success of our Bothy Flood Prevention barriers to hold back a flood, we have 

been very disappointed with the significant increase in the cost of a third Flood Prevention Barrier for 

the new extension.  As a result, we have been trying to source a cheaper alternative.  Local solutions 

were explored but were not satisfactory. We did however find another company in England called 

StormMeister.  One of their Directors visited the Bothy recently for a site inspection so we should be 

getting an alternative quote from them very shortly.  If the Bothy sub Committee feel that this is the  

most cost effective solution, we shall be ordering this kit very soon.  
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In addition to the major Upgrade, a few small maintenance jobs have also been completed.  The roof 

tiles on the Bothy were inspected and any damaged ones were replaced.  In addition, the Contractor 

working on the Bridge of Dee called "Taverker" installed a new cement path on the garage side of the 

Bothy for free.    

As you can see from the photos below, we are on the last lap of the Upgrade.  We had always planned 

to hold an "Open Day" this year to commemorate it's completion, but we have decided to postpone 

this event till next Spring where we will be inviting ADAA members, council members and our 

generous Sponsors.  

      

 

 

   

 

 

 

Before the Upgrade showing the old 

woodstore and small outside toilet  

How the Bothy presently looks with 
the extension, new door, and 
granite facing.  
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A new cement path provided free of 
charge - courtesy of Taverker – the 
Contractor working to strengthen the 
Bridge of Dee  

Our Bothy as it was  

Our Bothy – as it is now – with an 
estimated completion date in 
September 2026  
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Concluding Remarks – John Dewar 

 

I'd like to finish with a touching report about a charity walk along the River Dee.   

Nick Drake and his wife Jo sadly lost their son, Charlie, aged 19, in September last year after a year-

long battle with AML (leukaemia). Before his diagnosis, Nick and Charlie had planned 

to walk the River Dee together from source to sea before Charlie began Royal Marine training, but 

sadly they never had the chance. 

Charlie and his father spent many wonderful years fishing the Dee, and the river became a place filled 

with cherished memories. One of the last promises Nick made to Charlie was that he would complete 

their planned walk. On 20 July, a group of friends, family and volunteers from across the world, 

began walking the Dee from its source in the Cairngorms to the sea at Aberdeen over four days. 

While the walk's main purpose was to raise funds for Teenage Cancer Trust and Leukaemia UK, 

its deeper purpose was to honour Charlie, by returning to the river he loved, and fulfil that promise.  

The ADAA heard of this charity walk and agreed to meet them at the Bothy where our President  

handed over a cheque of £50 for the above charities.  

Let us hope that the weeks ahead bring us the ideal conditions for fishing and more salmon and sea 

trout entering our rivers.    

Here's a toast to more water, more fish and above all, more memorable days on the river!   Tight lines 

everyone.  

 

 


