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The year 2020 has 
been both a testing and 
challenging year. 

For us all, the events of 
the year have impacted in 
some way or other on our 
personal liberties and on 
our way of life; for many 
of us both our employment 
and financial security has 
been affected, and sadly, for 
a few of us who have lost 
loved ones, making it a most 
harrowing time indeed. What 
this year delivered upon us 
was totally unprecedented 
and even now, as I draft 
this Presidential report, my 
very first as Acting President 
and regretfully not to be 
delivered to you in person as 
in previous AGMs, we are not 
out of the woods yet. But, 
thankfully, there is light at 
the end of the tunnel for we 

now have a vaccine which is 
being made available to us 
all. Surely then, this coming 
year has to be better and 
hopefully, we can all resume 
our normal way of life.

It has been a particular sad 
time for the Association 
with the passing of our 
President Bob Dey. I was 
shooting in early January 
when I received a call that 
Bob had a suffered a stroke 
and was taken to hospital. 
What made matters even 
worse for his family, if that 
was not bad enough, his wife 
too was also confined in the 
same hospital. Regrettably, 
the stroke was quite intense, 
and he did not recover 
sadly passing away just a 
few days later. I had known 
Bob for as long as I have 
been in the Association, 
and that is nearly forty 
years, recently serving as a 
committee member under 
his presidency. I recall days 
fishing with him on the Dee 

and the Don, and he even 
joined us once on a grouse 
shoot in Strathdon. 

For those who did not know 
Bob he was a dedicated 
angler and committed to 
the success of the ADAA. 
First serving as a committee 
member, then as the 
Association’s Secretary and 
finally succeeding Alastair 
Hume as President until his 
untimely death. He will be 
sadly missed. I am pleased 
to report that the committee 
is in the process of making a 
significant arrangement from 
us all in Bob’s memory and 
service to the Association.

Over the decades, our 
Association has faced up to 
many challengers and even 
in my limited time as >>  
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a member, I have witnessed many. There is 
the continual decline in our salmon catches 
and I recall a particular year when we were 
catching Orange Salmon on the River Don. 
Then a few years later, it was to be Pink 
Salmon on the River Dee. There were the 
arguments amongst us as to the benefits of 
hatcheries on our rivers. There have been 
years when we experienced low water and 
even droughts, and conversely floods on a 
near biblical scale. The great storm Frank 
for instance that hit the Dee washing away 
roads, golf courses, caravans, livestock and 
you may recall it nearly washed away a 
medieval castle. Fortunately, our Bothy, our 
beloved ADAA HQ on Riverside Drive stood 
firm to this deluge. But sadly, our bridge 
at Ardlethen on the River Ythan became a 
casualty of a later flood. 

Of all these potential disasters effecting our 
fishing and our properties, no one could have 
predicted the effect that COVID 19 would 
have upon us. For this terrible virus became 
a pandemic and affected all of us throughout 
the World. As a result, we were placed in a 
total lockdown. No going out, no meeting up 
with friends, no going to work. We all had to 
stay safe, stay two metres apart and maintain 
“social distancing”. And that also meant no 
fishing. I know what you were thinking - 
DISASTER.

However, that aside the affairs of the 
Association still had to be managed. There 
was no knowing as to how long the lockdown 
would last but given the falling infection rates 
as the weeks went by, we were told there 
would be a gradual easing of restrictions 
enabling certain activities to resume. The 
Committee had to be prepared, plan and 
manage the Association’s affairs accordingly, 
after all despite the fact there was no fishing 
there were still bills to be paid and beats 
to be managed.  The total lockdown ran 
from early March until the ending of May 
and moreover, the latter part of May saw 
the Government gradually identifying those 
activities that could resume given the fall 
in infections, such as cycling and running 
as they were seen to be safe because they 
were unique to social distancing. But what 
about Angling? After all, this is a recreational 
activity that we anglers all know, conforms to 
social distancing.

I thought it was now time we put our case 
for the resumption of Angling to the Scottish 

Government. As Acting President, I realised 
that there could be many arguments against 
us as an Angling Association with a high 
membership and all wanting to gather at 
the riverbank. For a commercial fishery it 
would be easy to manage the numbers of 
anglers visiting the fishery, their parking 
arrangements and their social distancing 
when fishing, all easily manageable being 
at a single location. The same can be said 
for private beats on rivers such as the Spey, 
Dee and Tay with an arranged number of 
rods allocated to each individual pool. For 
us it would difficult, as the ADAA had over 
forty kilometres of riverbank with numerous 
access points and three stocked fisheries 
to oversee. How would this be managed?  I 
saw this as a challenge and would lobby local 
MSPs, Government Ministers, contacting the 
local media both print and broadcast, and 
put forward our case for the resumption 
of angling. I also informed the Angling 
Development Board for Scotland of my 
actions and they too were taking up the 
challenge, now working together for the 
resumption of angling in Scotland I was sure 
we would be successful.

My arguments for the resumption of angling 
were featured in local press coverage 
and TV. Our web site informed you of all 
necessary precautions which had to be 
taken before and whilst fishing, and thanks 
to our Beat Convenors, these requirements 
were duplicated with notices displayed at 
strategic parking locations and access points 
throughout the Association’s fishings. At long 
last we could all now resume our fishing and 
nothing pleased me more than to see our 
catch returns for the 28th May.

Members will be pleased to note the 
Associations finances are much healthier 
this year. This year’s annual accounts show 
a surplus of a little over £19,000 compared 
with a deficit of over £22,000 for the previous 
year. This is most encouraging as it puts us 
on a good footing for the coming year which, 
according to economists, will again be a 
testing year. As well as good housekeeping by 
our Treasurer and Financial Controller, the two 
areas of major savings was in the reduction 
of our annual riverboard assessments. 
Given the reduction in river proprietors 
unable to let their beats because of Covid 
19 both the Dee Board and Don Board gave 
a percentage reduction in assessments to 
proprietors. Then there was a significant 

reduction in our maintenance costs too. The 
lockdown period reduced the number of hours 
in labour costs and associated expenses. 
Furthermore, as a cost cutting exercise an 
audit and appraisal on all our equipment and 
maintenance requirements together with 
bankside contracting services was carried 
out. This identified areas of potential future 
cost savings for the Association which were 
gradually implemented throughout the year. 
Although there were savings to be had, there 
was at no time a reduction in the number 
of hours in our grass cutting programme on 
the Associations beats. In fact, there were 
more hours allocated to grass cutting by the 
contractor this past year when compared to 
the previous year. It was a priority of mine 
and that of the Committee, that members 
access to all our beats for the enjoyment of 
their fishing was a priority. 

Members will be aware of other recent 
bankside improvements to enable easy access 
to our fishings. At the Loch of Loirston a path 
has been cut through the overgrown trees 
on the west bank. At Kemnay, permission 
was given to us from Scottish Water to both 
clear and manage the path adjacent to the 
waterworks enabling a shorter route to gain 
access and to fish the lower part of the beat

A revised contract was presented to 
SDF, our existing contractor to continue 
with all our grass cutting and riverbank 
maintenance works for the coming year. 
However, that offer has not been taken up 
and consequently, the Committee is now in 
discussions with other similar contracting 
service providers to fulfil this requirement.

Given possible further financial constraints 
that might befall us, is it not a good time then 
for members of “our” Association to become 
more involved with the management and 
upkeep of our fishings? A request was made 
some time ago for volunteers to lend a hand, 
either by way of assistant beat convenors 
or just helping out now and again. So far 
there has been a good response and I have 
personally made contact with them and even 
met up with a few for a chat over a cup of 
coffee. Further in this Newsletter Alastair 
Hume, past President has written a short 
article requesting more members to become 
actively involved as they were in the early 
days of the ADAA, so please think about it.

Even though the year has given us problems 
it was not all doom and gloom as we have 

experienced encouraging news regarding our 
membership. It is most pleasing that we have 
65 new members joining the Association this 
year, but what is even more encouraging are 
the number of junior members joining. The 
future success of any organization has to 
be found in encouraging junior involvement 
and I think it fair to say that with 32 new 
juniors joining this year our future looks 
fairly secure. We now have close to 60 
Junior members which is fantastic. It is the 
Committee’s intention to engage more with 
our junior anglers with a range of events 
and activities currently being planned for the 
coming season. My personal response to this 
is to hold a junior meeting at our Bothy when 
COVID 19 restrictions allow, and to establish 
some sort of junior committee to further 
develop the desires of junior members.

The Association is fortunate to be represented 
on both the River Ythan and the River Don 
Salmon Fishery Boards by myself, John 
Stephen and Alec Paterson. We are equally 
fortunate to have Committee member Craig 
Fleming representing “anglers” on the River 
Dee Board. As such, and as proprietors 
of fishings on these rivers the Association 
has a voice to be heard. These respective 
boards have been active on our behalf in 
conservation, research and policing with the 
latter requiring many unsocial hours patrolling 
the riverbank by the bailiffs.

The beat convenors who are regularly by 
the waterside monitor changing conditions 
and listen to anglers’ points of view and 
especially so when suggesting improvements. 
As well as general maintenance at Lower 
Parkhill for instance, recent floods have 
eroded the bank at the confluence of the 
Goval burn and the main river. A survey was 
carried out by Jim Kerr of the Don Board 
along with Beat Convenor John Stephen. 
Between them a plan of action to repair the 
damage using willow as a means of bank 
support has been agreed and will be put in 
place in the Spring. This natural method of 
riverbank restoration may be adopted, where 
appropriate, on other areas of river bank. The 
Kemnay access improvements at the water 
works I referred to earlier are as a result of 
members requesting this access point being 
re-established.

This year all our still water fisheries have 
been reviewed as to their maintenance 
requirements and related costs. >>  



Sadly, at the Parkhill Fishery, the water level 
has gradually lowered over the past few 
years. This fishery was originally engineered 
by the   previous owner, removing excessive 
sediment thereby deepening the lake to 
establish a fishery, which the Association then 
leased. However, following meetings with 
the present owners they are reluctant, given 
the financial outlay required in machinery 
and time, to address the sediment build up. 
Therefore, and regrettably, the Association 
will not be renewing the lease come the 
end of December 2021. However, a limited 
stocking programme will continue next 
Spring.

The same problems of silting are also being 
experienced at the Millpond Fishery. Here 
I am pleased to report that an agreement 
has been agreed with the owner to address 
this problem when conditions allow heavy 
machinery to access the site. During this 
improvement operation fishing will be 
affected and members will be advised 
accordingly.

The Loch of Loirston has, over the past few 
years seen prolific weed growth that has 
from mid-summer onwards limits the areas 
that are fishable. The loch is seen by many 
of us as part of the Association’ heritage, 
and as such to maintain this fishery action 
had to be taken on an industrial level to 
reduce the weed infestation to achieve the 
maximum enjoyment for members. The 
Aqua Contractor, a Scottish based company 
specialising in weed clearance on rivers, lochs 
and canals was sourced. After witnessing 
the effect of weed clearance by the weed 
cutting machine at one of their operations 
at Inverurie, an agreement was reached for 
a two-day operation at the loch of Loirston. 
The immediate results were there for all to 
see. Although only a two-day operation was 
available for us this year, next year a more 
intensive operation is planned. Financing 
this operation will be drawn from a separate 
ring-fenced fund obtained through the 
Associations AWPR Funding. 

At the beginning of the year discussions 
took place with a view of upgrading the 
Associations website. It was generally agreed, 
when comparing our website to those of other 
angling associations, our site was looking 
somewhat tired and dated and given that 
most of the Associations business is now 
conducted using the website, an upgrade 

was needed. Finance for this venture was 
agreed by the Committee to be from the 
Associations reserves. To get things moving a 
sub committee was formed and a survey on 
members ideas and requirements was to be 
put to them. During the close season, the Sub 
Committee met with three web designers who 
presented both their proposed developments 
and costs. On the recommendation to the 
Sub Committee of their preferred developer, 
an order has been placed to upgrade the 
Associations website. One of the developer’s 
recommendations, after reviewing the 
members survey, was to discontinue with the 
Forum and move directly to the Associations 
Facebook page and other social media 
platforms. It is anticipated that the new site 
will be operational in the New Year.

Despite the limited time made available for 
members to fish this year given the COVID 
19 restrictions placed upon us, it is pleasing 
to note that this year more fish have been 
recorded by members than last year. A more 
detailed analysis of catches relative to both 
fisheries and species will be uploaded to our 
website as with previous years. However, yet 
again members will note, our catch returns 
for salmon are unfortunately, still on the 
decline.

In conclusion, it has been a most challenging 
year for us all. However, our Association has 
moved on and survived yet another storm. 
I have to express my extreme thanks to 
all the Committee members who, despite 
their own Covid 19 restrictions, gave their 
time and supported me as acting President. 
There have been decisions and actions that 
the Committee have taken that some of you 
may disagree with, but conversely, I am 
sure, all of you will have agreed with some 
of the actions that have been taken. I must 
give special thanks to Alastair Hume, a past 
president and a founder member of the ADAA 
for his counsel, which I called upon many 
times.

When this terrible disease is captured and 
knocked on the head and that I am sure it 
will be, we will all be able to meet up once 
again. The new season is just a few weeks 
away and should I meet up with you, either 
on our rivers or by our lochs, may there be 
a light breeze behind you and a rising fish 
before you.
Stay safe. 
Paul E Adderton Acting President

CAN YOU HELP? 
Your Association is setting up a list of 
members who would be willing to assist 
your club with river management tasks.

The association was set up to give anglers 
in the Aberdeen area fishing at a cost that 
was within the financial pocket of most 
citizens at a time when there were currently 
no affordable fishings available. Originally 
the work required to keep our fishings 
under control was done purely by members 
voluntarily giving their time to the club.

Unfortunately, times have changed and 
although, through good management over 
many years, we do have a financial cushion 
as a safeguard that could very quickly 
disappear at current running costs and 
without increasing subscriptions, which your 
committee is against.

As you will have seen we have had to make 
changes in our Contractor arrangements - 
we will be arranging for bank maintenance 
grass cutting to be done by a contractor, but 
we cannot now afford to have a contractor 
employed full time.

Your association is looking for your support 
and assistance at this time to keep our 
fishings up to standard. Various things 
require regular upgrading - fences, styles, 
bank maintenance, path repairs and 
improvements etc.

Your club is managed by your committee and 
the various beats have beat convenors who 
look after each beat. At the moment, we are 
short of Convenors and assistant convenors 
for some beats and perhaps you would be 
interested to assist at your favourite beat or 
some other beat.   It is not only river work 
support that we are short of and if you feel 
that you have qualities that would serve for 
the committee of management, especially 
financial management and secretarial 
expertise etc.   We need back up urgently for 
both these positions as it is always important 
to have cover for major posts.

Setting up a Skills Group will be of great 
benefit at this time of change so if you would 
be interested to help your association with 
any possible task please forward your name 
to our secretary Paul Toseland.   It would be 
very helpful if you could say what you would 
be most comfortable helping the association 
with and what you feel would be best suited 
to your abilities.

Please contact Paul at secretary@adaasales.co.uk 
to give notification of your willingness to help.

Thank you for your help and I am sure that 
you will enjoy being part of assisting the 
ADAA management to move forward at this 
trying time.

YOUR ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOU!!!

Alastair H. Hume MBE Honorary President 

Bothy Convenor  
Report 2020 
Once again, this year the ADAA Bothy on 
Riverside Drive was flooded. Despite this 
solitary occasion, the amount of rainfall 
we have had to endure this Autumn and 
winter, we have been very lucky with only 
superficial damage caused. With all the up-
to-date flood warnings being flagged up in 
the media we were proactive and were able 
raise most things to a height that should be 
out of reach from all but the biggest spates 
just to try and minimise any damage. 

Having said that. the River Dee causing 
flooding to the Bothy over the winter period 
is not a new phenomenon. I can remember 
as a Junior Member in the 50’s when the 
Bothy flooded most winters when it was still 
operational as a Salmon Netting Station. We 

have “Black & White” photos of this pined up 
on the Bothy walls.

Over the years with the advancement of 
engineering technology & materials there 
are several companies manufacturing 
products designed to minimise flood damage 
and we are presently evaluating these 
possibilities. As like any old building, there 
is a constant need for fabric maintenance to 
keep it up to a safe standard for use by our 
ADAA Membership.

The Bothy has been used in the past for 
Committee Meetings, Fly Tying Classes, Dee 
Board Meetings, Fly Casting Demonstrations, 
S/H Fishing Tackle sales & Friday “Coffee 
Mornings”. We are also are looking at 
using it for involving/promoting our Junior 
Membership. 

Davie 



Convener’s Report  
2020 Season 
Upper Parkhill, Lower Parkhill, Upper 
Fintray and Upper Stoneywood

2020 will unfortunately be remembered for 
the damage wrought to our society by the 
pandemic and for the terrible consequences 
to every aspect of so many lives. Now that a 
vaccine has been approved and has begun to 
be rolled out, it appears we can look forward 
to a more normal year in 2021 and that will 
hopefully mean a full season’s fishing for us.

Season 2020 followed fairly closely the 
trend set in recent years of many months 
of minimal rainfall and consequently low 
river levels. As we could not fish during the 
weeks of lockdown up to the end of May, the 
early part of that dry period passed without 
affecting us as anglers. Unfortunately, June, 
July and August proved to be fairly similar, 
apart from one or two slight rises. September 
was only slightly better, and, paradoxically, 
October served up quite the opposite, with 
several spells of torrential rain rendering the 
Don unfishable for many days.
Salmon
In the early part of the season, before the 
lockdown started, springers seemed again 
in short supply with consequently very 
few landed, along with a small number of 
well mended kelts. Following the easing of 
restrictions the prevailing dry conditions 
were not conducive to consistent salmon 
sport although small pockets of summer fish 
were observed running, providing occasional 
catches, particularly on the Parkhill beats. 
A slightly better grilse run than was seen in 
2019 helped to brighten the peak summer 
period. Luxuriant river weed growth had by 
then become a problem but a substantial lift 
in river level in the last week of August gave 
hope of better sport. However, it was short 
lived, resulting in fly anglers in September 
having to continue employing low water 
tactics with full floating lines to give then 
the best chance of a fish. Anglers opting for 
spinning tackle were also affected adversely 
by the river conditions but, by persevering 
with light lures, some returns were noted.

The Don was renowned in the past for big 
late running fish and hopes were high such 
leviathans would make an appearance. A 
succession of big spates in October though, 
which unfortunately resulted in some 

substantial bank damage at the Goval pool on 
Upper Parkhill, meant any big late runners did 
not appear to tarry long in our beats. There 
were however, some notable catches of both 
coloured residents and a few tide fresh fish, 
with the 25 pounder landed by member John 
Burr toward the end of the season remaining, 
to my knowledge, our best specimen of 2020.
Sea Trout
The low water levels prevalent through much 
of the season did not, of course, curtail 
our runs of sea trout to the same extent 
as was evident with salmon. Catches were 
well spread out over the Parkhill beats in 
addition to a few at Upper Fintray. It is a 
continuing feature of our sea trout returns 
that a percentage of these wonderful sport 
fish are landed by anglers fishing primarily for 
salmon. It appears much of the rest are lured 
by members targeting brown trout, giving top 
class angling on light tackle. Undoubtedly our 
catches of these shy travellers would increase 
even further by adopting classic night fishing 
tactics, allowing the evening light to fade 
before approaching known sea trout pools 
and runs.
Brown Trout
As we know, the quality of our Aberdeenshire 
Don brown trout is unrivalled and, once again 
Salmo Fario did not disappoint us. Catches 
were again gratifying, despite the loss of 
April and most of May, always a reliable 
period for brownies. As in recent seasons 
nymphing methods accounted for many fine 
trout, including a specimen of 8 pounds from 
Upper Fintray to the rod of member Richard 
McHattie, one of our acknowledged experts in 
the field, and a current Scottish River Anglers’ 
Champion.

When conditions are right on the river, such 
as on soft summer evenings when rising 
brownies can be seen taking hatching fly 
all the way from the Top Streams down to 
the wide flats of Upper Stoneywood, there 
is nothing to beat a well presented dry fly. 
Traditional downstream wet fly has taken 
something of a backseat in recent years, but 
can still produce results, with the additional 
benefit that the method gives one the best 
chance of a bonus sea trout, especially in the 
late evenings.
GENERAL
1. A Hidden (in full view) Gem
A comparatively neglected stretch of our 
waters, from the former Lawson’s water 
treatment plant on the Lower Parkhill beat, 
downstream to the top part of the weir pool 
on Upper Stoneywood has, over it’s course, 
many and varied runs and pools which 
can provide good sport and would justify 
being fished more regularly. From around 
the Aryburn pool downstream, the well 
maintained public path is regularly, indeed 
frequently, perambulated by Wayne and 
Waynetta Public (as they are quite entitled 
to of course), often exercising their dogs at 
the same time and, while this can detract 
from the experience a little on occasions, 
the quality and character of the river in that 
area is such that persistence with the rod 
would pay dividends. Furthermore, in my 
experience, most of the mutts encountered 
there do not actually plunge manically into the 
river as though they were instructed to do so 
by ghillies intent on waking up dozing salmon! 
So, if you have not already done so, give this 
area a try next season, you may be pleasantly 
surprised.
2. Spawning Time
The Don has been coloured and mainly 
hovering between about 1ft 6in and up to 4ft 
above summer level for a number of weeks 
now as I write this in mid December and 
the rain is once again teeming down. While 
some of that water would have been welcome 
during the dry spells last season,  for me at 
this time, the conditions mean it would be 
pointless to venture out to the upper river 
in the hope of being rewarded by the sight 
of salmon or sea trout on the redds. As the 
best conditions for that activity of course 
are clear water at a fairly steady level allied 
to overnight frosts, something that seems 
unlikely to occur any time soon, I may have to 
forgo the experience this year.

As anglers concerned with the welfare of our 
salmon, sea trout and brown trout though, 
I always feel our main concern in such 
conditions is that the high river levels do not 
entice fish too far up tributary burns, to spawn 
in gravel which may become exposed should 
there be periods of hard frost around the turn 
of the year, resulting in loss of fertilised ova. 
Let’s hope not.
3. Next Season
It remains only for me to wish all the best and 
tight lines to my fellow members and brothers 
of the angle in 2021.

John Stephen Convener

 

Culter 2020 Report 
As in previous years, February saw a slow 
start to start the season before the country 
was then put into lockdown and the fishing 
had to stop sadly.

Coming out the other side, June saw an 
increased number of fish being caught 
with 10 Brown Trout, a couple of Grilse, a 
Seatrout and a Finnock being reported. July 
saw lower numbers of fish recorded, but 
we had very low water levels throughout 
the month, and this continued for most of 
the summer. However, a Salmon of 12lbs 
was reported during July and as we entered 
August, we had an increase in numbers again 
with 16 fish being reported. Notable catches 
included a 5lbs Brown Trout. September 
continued with similar numbers, seeing 
salmon of 14 & 15lbs being caught. The 
numbers dropped again in October but a 12lb 
Salmon was caught.

Throughout the year three pools saw the 
most action, those being Peter’s Pot (2), High 
Bank (7) and the Bridge Pool (8). As always 
though you have a great chance of Brown 
trout throughout the beat, where personally 
I was catching a good number of small fish 
along the Island, Camphill and Bridge Pools.

It has been a very testing year with losing 
fishing due to the lockdown and also the 
swing in water levels from long periods of 
low water to flash flooding. Let us hope 
2021 sees more favourable conditions and 
larger numbers of fish coming into the river 
and stopping on the beat before moving 
upstream.

Cameron deBoth Culter Convenor



Convenor’s Report
Loirston Loch 2020 
In 2020 the COVID-19 Pandemic has 
seen Loirston Loch with an added 
issue, this is on top of the many issues, 
which have had a direct impact on 
both angling effort and the supply of 
stocked fish. The annual weed problem 
had returned with a vengeance this 
year yet again and found ourselves in a 
desperate and difficult situation. 

We had a employed a weed control 
contractor with a purpose-built weed cutting 
and removal machinery, who had advised us 
that he would be able to carry out the weed 
cutting towards the middle of summer when 
the weeds were active. This was to ensure 
we were to see the best results. This was in 
fact the first time we have gone down this 
route of using a contractor and it was an 
unknown quantity. First thoughts were that 
the work was a complete success, but as 
the weeks went by and we had a chance to 
survey the work. We believed the contractor, 
who had done their best in the time they 
had, would require more time to do the 
work and to concentrate more in the most 
popular fishing areas if it was to be done 
again in future. 

In 2021 the committee have approved the 
funds to have the weed control contractor 
back again, but this time with two boats, 
one boat cutting the weeds and that other 
boat gathering the cuttings, with will save 
us time and money when both boats will 
concentrate on the task in hand.

We had the usual stockings again this 
year and these fish were the best quality 
available. Thanks to John Jamieson, Benny 
Smart and others for the help with the 
stockings.

Many of our members have continued to 
have some great sport throughout the 
season and should continue into the winter 
months if they can brave the elements.

The loch owners have had some 
construction delays due to the Coronavirus 
Pandemic have advised me that they intend 
to start work in the area on the road’s 
infrastructure in early spring 2021 within 
the new development and building work will 
begin late summer once the access road and 
utilities are in place. The owners will also be 
building a second carpark at the West side 
of the loch to allow easy access to the loch 
Inch side so there will be now room for 6 
cars when this is complete.

The committee will keep members up to 
date as things progress at the loch and will 
continue to work closely with the owner and 
contractors to gain access to the farm side  
in 2021.

Kenny Riddell

Millpond 
Millpond was quiet at the beginning of the year with only a few anglers venturing out for a 
cast and just as sport was picking up in March, the whole of Scotland went into lockdown. 
When the rules on outdoor activities were relaxed, anglers were keen to get out again and 
found the fish were very free taking with a fantastic 73 fish caught for the last 3 days of the 
May alone. June continued in the same vein and was the best month for the fishery. The 
prolonged dry warm weather through July and August seemed to put the fish off the take at 
times and these unfavourable conditions also allowed the weed to rapidly grow which resulted 
in difficult fishing for those that prefer using sinking lines. However, each peg could still be 
fished with a light rod, a floating line and small nymph which can be challenging but also 
rewarding and not to mention great fun. The fishing picked up again throughout the autumn 
months as the water temperature dropped away again.

During the summer, some of the fish started to show signs of stress and disease due to 
the high-water temperatures combined with evidence of poor handling. Puffy Skin Disease 
is thought to be a result of stocking affecting fish. These outbreaks and transmission to 
other fish is not fully understood and, it does not seem to effect brown trout. The advice is 
that obviously effected fish should be removed and any incidents of such to be reported to 
the Secretary. Thankfully, there were no more reported cases of this disease following >> 

Lower Fintray Report 2020 
As we all know, Covid-19 has had a major 
impact on not just the fishing but of course, 
life in general. The banks of one of our most 
popular beats has been void of anglers from 
most of the year through no fault of our own 
and this has resulted in lower than usual catch 
returns.

The salmon fishing season kicked off on the 
11th February as usual with a few hardy 
souls out in search of that prized opening 
day springer. No sooner had we just started 
fishing following the long, close season, we 
were forced to close the fishings down due to 
the well documented coronavirus pandemic. 
This felt like a kick in the you know what’s, 
but I am sure we will all agree that it was 
probably for the best given that the whole 
country was effectively stuck indoors for all 
but essential travel.

When the fishing did restart; we were greeted 
with a flurry of activity and the catches 
reflected this period. The brown trout fishing 
was reasonably good with several caught, but 
a salmon or sea trout remained elusive from 
the catch returns until the 11th July when 
the Manse Pool produced a grilse to the lucky 
angler.

The beat finished up with a reported 15 
salmon / grilse to 19lb and 7 sea trout. I 
suspect this number may be higher as there is 
still a few fish recorded from the various pool 

associated with Lower Fintray but recorded 
against Upper Parkhill or Upper Fintray in the 
returns. For avoidance of doubt, there is a 
map in the Manse Pool hut showing the beat 
in its entirety with the named pools associated 
with Lower Fintray marked on it. 

Trout numbers dropped off sharply towards 
the tail end of the season following a flurry of 
activity early on. As usual there were some 
cracking brown trout landed with specimen 
fish up to 5lb landed. These bigger fish are 
becoming the norm and they provide the 
dedicated trout angers with some fantastic 
sport in the right conditions.

October, as has been the case in recent years, 
was the most prolific month of the season. 
Catches were reasonably good and if truth be 
told, it was too late to recover from the poor 
start and lockdown period. Hopefully 2021 will 
be a better one and we can get a full season 
of fishing under our belts.

Craig Fleming Lower Fintray Convenor

the drop in water temperature later in the 
summer.

50 of our members fished Millpond in 2020 
up until the time of writing (mid-November) 
and have caught 543 rainbows & 29 brown 
trout. One angler has had over 100 fish to 
his own rod. There were a good number of 
over wintered rainbow trout caught this year 
with many around the 3lb mark and a few 
recorded at 4lb. 2 of the brown trout returns 

were for fish of 2lb which is a bit special as 
many of the resident brown trout and under 
1lb in weight. Hopefully, these fish will grow 
on to become even bigger next year.

Discussions are taking place with the fishery 
owner as a joint effort to deepen the pond 
and to remove some of the weed growth. 
Hopefully, this will be carried out in the 
near future when the fishery banks are 
firm enough for heavy machinery. This will 
help reduce the stress on the fish during 
prolonged high temperatures and improve 
the fishery. 

Millpond is a great place to go for a cast. 
Catching fish is not always a certainty, but 
it is a safe and easy place to fish. It is the 
perfect place to introduce youngsters to the 
sport.

Stewart Horne Millpond Convener 



Kemnay 
After the success of 2019 and a spring 
salmon reported on 12th February, the 
Kemnay season started with high hopes. 
Unfortunately, that is where it all ended until 
shortly after lockdown where just a solitary 
fish was caught in June. Fishing was very 
quiet throughout the summer with a further 
2 salmon reported for July and the same 
number reported for August. With no water, 
September was a blank. It was not all bad 
though, as off the back of the floods in early 
October the fishing really got going. One 
successful rod accounted for 3 salmon for 
their day and there was also a good number 
of fish being caught most weeks for the 
remainder of the season. 

A few finnock were caught early in February 
and the first seatrout was reported in July. 
It was certainly worth the weight as it was a 
belter at 7lb! All was quiet after that until a 
few late sea trout were reported in October.

For the brown trout, we missed the start of 
the season due to the lockdown restrictions 

but when fishing finally got underway again, 
one keen angler reported returns on the 
day that outdoor activity restrictions were 
relaxed. The quality of the brown trout 
fishing remains high on the River Don with 
returns this year of trout up to 7lb and trout 
of 3 & 4lb regularly being caught. Some 
of the brown trout are caught spinning, 
most likely as a by-catch for anglers fishing 
for salmon. Some anglers do target these 
large brown trout with the fly and the 
opportunity to catch a big wild brown trout 
is a real possibility at Kemnay. Its always 
worth taking a trout rod to target the 
brownies when a hatch comes on. The fish 
quietly taking flies off the surface with little 
disturbance are the ones to target!

A total of 34 of our members fished Kemnay 
in 2020 and we missed the 2 prime salmon 
months this year, so the beat did not show 
its real potential. It is a lovely stretch of the 
river with varied pools, is lightly fished and 
always fishes well for salmon with 1ft plus 
on the gauge.

Stewart Horne Kemnay Convener 

Ythan Report 2020 
The fishing season on our beats of the Ythan 
started as usual in early February with the 
diehard Finnock anglers venturing out in 
search of these sporting little fish. There were 
one or two landed, mostly from Methlick. 

As we all know, the season ground to a halt 
due to the lockdown period in late March until 
it’s resumption on the 31st May. The fishing 
did not really get going until late July / Early 
August when one or two salmon and grilse 
began to appear in the returns. Sea Trout 
were also beginning to run the lower river and 
the anglers who were fishing the Ythan were 
picking up the odd fish.

The spates in early August seemed to do the 
trick and there were several salmon and grilse 
caught during that period. Some were older 
looking fish as well so they must have been 
lying in the river somewhere. 

September really saw the salmon catches take 
off, especially at Ardlethen. The one or two 

anglers who fished were rewarded for their 
efforts with some salmon well into the double 
figure bracket being caught regularly. The 
Machar Pool also fished reasonably well with 
plenty good catches of both Sea Trout and 
Finnock appearing in the returns. 

October was also a good month at the Machar 
Pool with the trend continuing on the Finnock 
and Sea Trout front. Ardlethen also picked 
away nicely, especially with salmon & grilse 
up to 20lb in weight. There were decent 
numbers of Finnock caught towards the end 
of the month. Some days you could catch a 
bag full of Finnock in just a short period of 
time. Hopefully, these all make it back as fully 
grown Sea Trout in the next year or two. 

Overall, the Ythan faired ok despite the long 
periods of low water endured through the 
summer months. When the water did come, 
the fishing; as you would expect, picked up. 
Total returns for the Ythan were Salmon 18, 
Grilse 14, Sea Trout 48, Finnock 112 and 
Brown Trout just 12.

Banchory Devenick & 
Garthdee 
My conveners report for Banchory Devenick & 
Garthdee.   

The fishing was slow despite the perfect 
low water conditions for a large part of the 
summer and early Autumn, there was only 
the odd salmon and sea trout caught. Angling 
effort was low and this was likely down to the 
lack of fish that seemed to be holding in the 
pool. Let’s hope 2021 is a better year.

There was a lot of work done this year to tidy 
up the fishings. A tree was removed from the 
Burn of Leggart at the Pump House pool. We 
also removed two trees from the river - one at 
Beltie and the other from Shaw’s Pot. We cut 
brambles along the fence and at the end of 
the beat to make access easier. We arranged 

removal of a load of rubbish and lock block 
dumped at the Waterside Farm gate leading. 
We tried to take care of the Hog Weed at the 
Lady’s Pool. This was a huge task and we had 
to give up and it was reported this to the Dee 
Board who will take this up next year.  

Benny Smart Convenor 

Parkhill Fishery
Beat Convener  
Annual Report 
Although Parkhill Fishery has been a very 
popular venue for ADAA members since we 
took it on several years ago, the Committee 
took the difficult decision to close this venue 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic in late March 
beginning of April.  The committee were led 
by the Scottish Governments guidelines at 
that time. 

We were all new to this Coronavirus stuff 
and the committee were not going to take 
any chances where its members health & 
safety were concerned.

Unfortunately, Parkhill Fishery has become 
a shadow of its former self with a heavy silt 
build-up and weeds. Some of the fishing 
platforms have also become extremely 
dangerous and would have been very costly 
to repair. The tree cover has also impacted 
casting in several places, which again would 
be very costly to put right. The Association 
has been limited to what could be cut down 
to address this ongoing situation.

The water flow into Parkhill Fishery has also 
severely reduced from what it was when the 
ADAA first rented the fishery which has had 
an adverse effect on the water quality and 
levels.

Following several discussions, the committee 
felt that the lease for Parkhill fishery, which 
has served us well, was not going to be 
renewed following the end of the contract 
in December 2021. The Acting President 
& Vice President met with the owners and 
tried to negotiate a new rental agreement, 
but unfortunately, they couldn’t reach any 
common ground, so it was time to move on.

The fishery is still open to all ADAA 
members until the end of the 2021 season 
and Juniors will now be allowed to worm and 
a limited number of fish can be kept. Boat 
fishing will no longer be available for social 
distancing and health & safety reasons 
which were forced upon us due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

To keep yourselves right, please ensure you 
read the rules before fishing at Parkhill or 
any of our other fishings.

Kenny Riddell

Works Convenor 
The Management Committee is actively looking to co-opt a Works Convenor to join the current 
Committee. The post holder will oversee the organising of the maintenance tasks that crop 
up through-out the year. This position would be ideally suited to someone with experience in 
construction or contractor management, but the Committee would consider anyone willing to 
assist with this vacancy. Should you be interested in this voluntary position please contact Paul 
Toseland; secretary@adaasales.co.uk



The Awakening:  
An angler’s eureka! day in 
Aberdeen 
Out playing in our Rosemount street 
one day and idly discussing what we 
would get up to the next day, one of 
my pals happened to say he was going 
fishing with his big brother on the 
morrow. My ears pricked up at that 
as my father, though not an angler by 
any stretch of the imagination, had on 
occasion mentioned catching whiting 
from the North Pier when he was at 
school.

So, next day, scarcely able to contain my 
curiosity and excitement, and hefting a 
haversack containing a flask of tea and 
a sandwich or two prepared by my Ma, I 
joined our little band and we caught the 
bus at Union Terrace bound for the Bridge 
of Don, alighting at the splendid granite 
structure, sparkling in the light of the 
morning sun.

I was not fully aware at the time, but the 
tide was around half ebb when we got to 
the sandy river mouth, a good time to be 
starting. During that period in the late 
nineteen fifties and early sixties, especially 
during the school holidays, there were 
always hordes of loons and maybe a puckle 
quines (for non-Aberdonians: many boys 
and possibly a few girls) along with a few 
adults at the Don estuary, but we located 
a vacant section of bank and my pal Ali’s 
brother opened his bag to reveal the 
treasure trove of fishing gear inside.

Three handlines were produced, two of 
rough brown cord wound around a bit of 
stick and one “state of the art” shop item, 
comprising up to the minute orange cord 
on a wooden frame, all having end tackle 
of two hooks on gut and a whacking great 
lump of lead to “get it out and down to 
the fish”, explained Alan. We minions were 
despatched to comb the sandy foreshore 
for a suitable flattish stone and Ali.(Alistair) 
and I soon staggered back to base camp 
half carrying, half dragging a chunk of 
granite, which we were instructed to 
position a few yards from the water’s edge.

The mysterious bag was opened again, 
and I was agog as two herring fillets were 
produced and laid out on the stone, and 

Alan, the expert, proceeded to hack the 
fillets into roughly ¾ inch square lumps. 
I loved the smell of those fresh herring 
fillets, still do, and watched, wide eyed, as, 
one at a time, Alan baited up the hooks, 
before stripping most of the line off each 
stick in turn into a neat pile on the sand, 
damp from the still receding tide. The stick 
was then pushed deeply into the bank. 
The drill then was for the operator to grasp 
the line just above where the two hooks 
to gut were suspended before whirling the 
end tackle dervish like in an arc to one’s 
right (or left) side until sufficient circular 
momentum was built up to enable one to 
heave the whole kit and caboodle as far as 
possible out into the wild blue yonder.

It soon became apparent that there was 
no small measure of skill and judgement 
involved in this operation; not enough 
oomph would see the tackle splash sadly 
into the water a miserable few yards from 
shore, and too much could see the lot 
sailing right across to the far side of the 
estuary, creating a very real danger of 
bodily harm or worse to the assembled 
“North Bankers” (The older loons had 
another name for them!) on the other 
side. We stars of the “South Bank Show” of 
course, were under the same, ever present, 

threat of death from flying missiles 
attached to fishing lines, although I never 
did witness an actual demise. No fisher 
wanted to lose his hard-earned tackle, 
so would always try to anchor it with the 
biggest stone he could find in the area.

Preparations over, the serious business 
of trying to actually catch something, 
anything, began. The differing styles 
of the assembled fishers reflected their 
concentration, or lack of it, on the task in 
hand. Some would apparently lose interest 
as soon as they had thrown out their 
tackle, sometimes wandering off to collect 
driftwood for a fire (to my young mind, 
an excellent strategy). To this day, I find 
the combined scent of a wood fire and sea 
air an intoxicating and evocative aroma, 
engendering memories of countless school 
holiday adventures to the rocky bays and 
sandy beaches around Aberdeen in search 
of fish. Others would not  dream of such 
lax behaviour and would sit or stand with 
their handline or lines, feeling for bites 
with the utmost concentration

This day though, was the day of my 
initiation into the brotherhood of the 
angle, and I hung on every word my 
tutor was uttering, watching intently 
every movement he was making. I was 
entrusted to hold one of the lines, and 
how to pull it in, coiling the rough cord on 
the wet sand before re-casting, that is, 
flinging the sinker and hooks out as far as 
I could. I had completed this procedure 
only twice I think and was preparing to 
repeat the process when I felt an urgent 
tugging through my fingers as something 
attacked the baited hook. To me, the 
thrill of the initial bite when fishing bait, 
whether it be a small saithe off a harbour 
wall, or the mouthing of a worm by a 
mighty salmon is still one of the most 
pleasurable experiences in angling, and in 
that moment all those years ago, not only 
was a small flounder hooked, but a lifelong 
appreciation of the art of angling began.

Next came mackerel and saithe from the 
rocks and piers, brownies in the burns, 
and from the rivers, finnock, sea trout, 
salmon (eventually!), and the ultimate 
prize for any aspiring angler, membership 
of the ADAA! And all because of that 
conversation in the street!

John Stephen Dyce

Grass Cutting 2021 
The Management Committee have agreed 
that current Committee member, Nicky Taylor 
(who has assisted with grass cutting in the 
past) will continue to assist with this task 
for the forthcoming season, and that he will 
prioritise the beats he and volunteers can 
effectively manage. The Beat Convenors will 
investigate the potential use of an external 
contractor for any beats that Nicky and 
volunteers could not manage to maintain 
effectively.    

Cruives & Netherdon 
Once again, the early season salmon 
fishing on the Cruives was slow. This 
once prolific early season beat has seen 
a real decline in recent years. The usual 
hot spots such as Snuffies and Benzies 
just did not seem to hold the fish again 
this year. It was maybe down to water 
temperatures, but it should have been cold 
enough early on to keep the water levels 
low to tempt a fish or two to hang about. 
Unfortunately, this did not materialise 
and any fish that did enter the river in 
the early month quickly pass through our 
beats.

Following the ceasing of the lockdown 
restrictions, fishing picked up as you would 
expect. There were several sea trout 
landed and the first of the grilse made an 
appearance too. Overall catches were poor 
and a total of 6 salmon and 4 grilse was all 
that appeared in the season’s catches for 
the Cruives. Netherdon did not fare much 
any better with just 2 salmon and 2 grilse 
recorded. Sea Trout and Finnock were also 
thin on the ground with just a combined 
total for both beats reported at 18 Sea 
Trout and 45 Finnock.

The Brown Trout fishing on the Lower 
Don is first class. There are always some 
cracking trout caught for those who fish 
the lower river, and this year was no 
different. A total of 185 brown trout were 
reported from both beats which is a pretty 
good return considering the best part of 
the season was missed due to lock down. 

Hopefully, we will see an improvement 
in salmon and sea trout numbers next 
season and the trout anglers can get a full 
season under their belts. Tight lines!



ADAA WEBSITE 
Thank you to all of you that took part 
in our website survey earlier this 
year. The results will be posted on the 
AGM 2021 (postponed) page of our 
website.

As a result of this survey, Management 
Committee members agreed that a small 
Sub Committee was to be set up. The 
members of this subcommittee were 
remitted with getting three quotations for 
developing a new website with two basic 
requirements: Service existing members 
and encourage/facilitate new members to 
join.

This was duly carried out and a 
preferred developer was recommended 
to Management Committee members. 
In December 2020 it was agreed to 
go ahead, and it is planned that a new 
website will go live in Spring 2021.

During meetings held with all the 
developers the Forum was discussed at 
length. They all suggested it be shut 
down, for example, see comments of a 
member in the website survey & one of 
the developer’s response: 
“The Forum pages have the same 
unchanging content and are of little 
appeal.

“The Forum is a disaster being too fussy 
and complicated.” 

Developers Response: 
“The best case is members respecting 
each other and engaging in good 
conversation and light banter. 
Unfortunately, things can spiral into 
negativity and general moaning. If no 
one is prepared to police, the forum then 
it should be closed down. You may want 
to consider using a Facebook group for 
members as a place for conversation”. 

As the Association has a successful 
Facebook page as well as other forms of 
Social Media outlets that are administered 
(we currently do not have this capability 
on the forum) it was therefore decided 
by the Management Committee that 
the Forum will be closed as of the 31st 
January 2021. 

Paul Toseland Secretary / Treasurer (and 
current website administrator) 

Weed Clearance on the 
Loch of Loirston
For a few years now our beloved Loch of 
Loirston has seen a massive increase in 
weed growth that seriously affected our 
fishing from late June onwards. Despite 
our own and if not remedial methods 
of control, they have not addressed the 
problem. This weed problem is not just 
a problem to the ADAA, it has become a 
problem in most still water fisheries. 

It has been agreed that there will be 
an external contractor employed by the 
Association to undertake a significant 
weed clearance exercise in attempt to 
restore part of the Loch back to what it 
should be. We are all hopeful that this 
will be a success after seeing the results 
of this elsewhere.

Useful Numbers
River Don District Salmon Fishery 
Board 
Tel: 01467 642121

River Dee District Salmon Fishery 
Board 
Tel: 01339 880411

Scottish Environmental  
Protection Agency (SEPA) 
Tel: 0800 80 70 60

Report Poaching (24 hours)  
River Don Tel: 01467 642121  
River Dee Tel: 01339 880411

Wildlife Crime (Police Scotland) 
Tel: 101

Willow Bank Restoration 
When we first started to repair bank erosion 
sites, we had to go looking for enough willow 
and posts to be able to do the job. Now 
thanks to Leys Estate who have supplied 
surplus willow material to the Don DSFB, we 
can now undertake larger and more significant 
sections of the catchment using this technique 
with excellent materials which would have 
been considered as waste.

Our first Willow bank site that we undertook 
was a few years ago on the Howesmill site 
on the Leochel Burn. Having never done this 
kind of repairs before it was a bit of a learning 
curve. Once this first job was done, we then 
started to look for other sites that needed 
done on the River Don catchment area.

The Bandalay Burn was another site that 
needed repaired the photos do not do it 
justice as this was a rather long stretch that 
could have been 3 sites in itself. On this 
particular site we had some volunteers from 
the SEPA office over to help us for a day. 

Another couple of sites that we have done are 
over on the River Urie at Pitcaple and we also 
did some repair work at Alford.

If anyone would like to volunteer with future 
willow bank restoration projects across the 

Don catchment then please contact Jim Kerr 
at the email below to register your interest. 
Work will commence from February 2021 and 
volunteering would accommodate government 
guidance in relation to Covid-19.
jim@riverdon.org



www.adaa.org.uk

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/AberdeenAngling

TWITTER
@AberdeenAngling

Contact us
ADAA Secretary
Paul Toseland 
27 Cove Circle, 
Aberdeen AB12 3DG  
Email: secretary@adaasales.co.uk
www.adaa.org.uk

ADAA Fly Tying Sessions

Experienced fly tyer, novice or just 
interested in finding out more.

Why not come along to the Bothy 
on Riverside Drive to share 
patterns, tips and advice on 
everything fly-tying related.

Subject to Easing of Covid-19 
Restrictions

Look out for emails & on the  
ADAA Facebook page for the next 

planned session.

Direct Debit Membership 2021
Please remember that you do not have to do 
anything if you currently pay by Direct Debit.  
Payment for season 2021 will be taken at the same 
intervals as currently i.e. in 1 instalment or in 10 
monthly instalments.

Please also make sure we have your current 
address and date of birth on our records, especially 
if you have recently moved or you think you may 
qualify for senior membership rates next season.

ADAA Gift Vouchers
Following a request from several members we have made these available via 

the ADAA shop on the website www.adaa.org.uk.
Vouchers are available in sums of either £25 or £50 and you can buy as much 
as required. All you need to do is make your purchase and identify the name of 
the person the voucher is for. You will receive an email after purchase which is 

the voucher. No separate documents will be issued.


